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What Happened?

The Trial of Anthony Burns
The Trial of Anthony Burns

Before the Civil War, many people in Massachusetts supported the abolitionist
movement, which opposed slavery. But because of the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, state
judges in free states like Massachusetts were required to return runaway slaves to their
owners in the South.

“ikTygg prom BOSTON,

In 1854, a slave named Anthony Burns escaped to Boston where he lived as a free man
until he was captured and placed on trial. Before the trial, local residents gathered at
Faneuil Hall for a freedom rally that erupted into a violent riot outside the Courthouse,
where Burns was held.

During the trial, Richard Henry Dana and a team of Boston lawyers fiercely defended
Burns’ right to freedom. As a judge, Edward G. Loring felt obligated to follow the
Fugitive Slave Law and ruled that Burns must be returned to his Southern master. His
decision enraged citizens across Massachusetts, and inspired many people across the
North to become abolitionists. Outrage over the Burns case made it a key event leading to
the Civil War.
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The Trial of Anthony Burns
H¢i Pong Xét Xir Anthony Burns

Trude khi cudce noi chién, nhidu nguoi trong Massachusetts hd tro cac phong trao
béi nd, phan dbi ché do no 18. Nhung vi Luat Fugitive Slave nam 1850, thdm phan
nha nuéce nhu tai tiéu bang Massachusetts yéu cdu tra no 18 chay trén lai cho chu cua
ho & mién Nam.

Nam 1854 , mot no 1€
tén la Anthony Burns
trén dén Boston, noi
ong da séng nhu mot
ngudi ty do cho dén khi
ong bi bét va bi dua ra
toa. Trudce khi phién
toa bit dau, nguoi dan
dia phuong da tap trung
tai Faneuil Hall biéu
tinh doi tu do va mot
cudc bao dong xay ra
bén ngoai Toa An, noi

Burns bi gitr.

Trong sudt phién toa ,
Richard Henry Dana va

mot doi ngdl ludt su cua

Boston quyét liét bao vé
. " quyén ty do ctia Burn.
Robert Morris . .
Edward G. Loring véi vai
tro 12 mot quan toa cam thiy bit budc phai thyuc hién theo cac Luat Slave Fugitive
va phan quyét ring Burns phéi dwoc tra lai cho chu ciia minh & mién Nam. Quyét
dinh cua 6ng lam tirc gian ngudi dan trén khip tiéu bang Massachusetts , va tao cho
nhiéu nguoi trén khip mién Bic ddng tinh véi chu nghia bai né. Su phan né déi vai

truong hop ciia Burns di lam mat su kién quan trong ddn dén cudc noi chién.
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Question! Debate! Decide!

The Trial of Anthony Burns
The Trial of Anthony Burns starts in 1858, four years after the Burns trial, when the
Massachusetts Legislature tried to remove Loring from his position for his unpopular
decision in the Burns Case. In the play you will act as a member of the Massachusetts
Legislature. You will view a dramatization of the case, interview characters, debate the
issues with your classmates, and vote on whether or not Loring will keep his position as
judge.
Questions to consider
* Should a judge be punished for enforcing a law that many people believe is immoral?
* Who should decide what is moral and what is immoral?
» What are the implications of removing a judge who makes an unpopular decision?
* Is it more important to follow the law or your own conscience?
* Should a state have to follow a federal law that goes against its own local laws?
* Should the life of one man be placed in jeopardy to help others? If so, under what

circumstances?

Arguments for Arguments against
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The Trial of Anthony Burns

Hoi dong xét xir cia Anthony Burns bit dau vao nam 1858, bdn nim sau khi xét xit
Burns, khi co quan Lap Phép cua tiéu bang Massachusetts di cé ging loai bo Loring tir
quyét dinh khong duoc 1ong dén cua minh trong truong hop Burns. Trong vo kich, ban s&
hanh dong nhu mot thanh vién ctia co quan Lap Phép cua tiéu bang Massachusetts. Ban

s€ xem vo kich cua vu an, nhan vat phong vén, tranh luan cac van dé v6i ban cung 16p cua
ban, va bo phiéu v& viéc ddng y hay khong vé Loring s& giit vi tri thdm phéan cta minh.

Cau hoi de xem xét?

« Mot thim phan nén bi trimg phat vi thuc thi luat phap ma nhidu ngudi tin 1a v6 dao dirc?!

jugnT yueliy, jIoy ne)

« Ai nén quyét dinh nhiig gi 1a dao dirc va nhing gi 1a v dao dirc ?

« Nhiing viéc gi cdn lam cho viéc loai bé mot thim phan nguoi lam mot quyét dinh khong
dugc long dan?

AnQ)

* Thi hanh theo phap luat hodc theo luvong tam ctia ban viéc nao quan trong hon?

qui@ 19

« Tiéu bang c6 phai tuan theo ludt lién bang dé di nguoc lai ludt phap dia phuong ciia minh?

« Cudc doi ctia mot ngudi dan ong c6 nén duoc dit trong tinh trang nguy hiém khi giup
dd nguoi khac ? Neéu nhu vay, trong hoan canh nao?

Tranh luin cho Tranh luin chéng lai
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Historical Timeline

The Trial of Anthony Burns

March 1854: Anthony Burns, an escaped slave from Virginia, arrives in Boston.

Wednesday, 24 May: Burns is arrested as a suspect in a jewelry store robbery. At the
Courthouse, Burns is confronted by his owner, Charles Suttle. Burns acknowledges
Suttle by calling him “master.”

25 May: Attorney Richard Henry Dana offers to defend Burns. Burns refuses, as he
fears his punishment will be worse if the case goes to trial and he loses. But Wendell
Phillips convinces Burns to move forward with the trial, despite doubts that Burns will
win the case.

26 May: Over 2000 abolitionists meet at Faneuil Hall. The crowd marches to the
Courthouse and breaks down a door. In the chaos, a guard named James Batchelder is
killed. Nine or ten attackers are arrested.

27 May: The mayor orders U.S. troops to guard the Courthouse, making it difficult
for Burns’ lawyers to enter. Meanwhile, Reverend Grimes arranges to purchase Burns
from Suttle to avoid a trial and secure Burns’ freedom. He collects money from local
supporters.

29 May: Suttle’s lawyer informs him that it is illegal to buy or sell a slave in
Massachusetts. Suttle backs out of the agreement with Grimes. The court proceedings
begin.

29-31 May: Burns’ lawyers try to prove that Burns is not the same man who escaped
from Virginia. They present nine witnesses who testify that they saw Burns in Boston
before the date that Suttle claims he escaped.

1 June: Judge Loring announces his decision. Based on Burns’ conversation with
Colonel Suttle on the night of his arrest (when Burns called him “master”), his identity
is established. Loring orders Burns to return to slavery in Virginia.

2 June: Burns is brought to a ship bound for Virginia. The city is placed under martial
law for most of the day, as 50,000 people line the streets to witness Burns’ departure.

WAKE UP TO HISTORY! 7

|
TheatreEspresso- 5
| N

The Trial of Anthony Burns

Thang 3 nam 1854: Anthony Burns, mdt nd 1¢ trdn thoat khoi Virginia, dén Boston .

Thit 4, ngay 24 Thang 5: Burns bi bat nhu mot nghi can trong mot vy cudp cira hang
trang suc. Tai Toa an, Burns phai doi mat chu s¢ hitu ciia minh, Charles Suttle. Burns
thira nhan Suttle bang cach goi 6ng la “ 6ng chu”.

Ngay 25 Thang 5 : Luat su Richard Henry Dana dé nghi dung ra bén vuc Burns . Burns
tir chdi vi 6ng lo ngai sy trimg phat cua ong s& tdi t& hon néu vy viéc dwa ra xét xir va néu
ong thua cudc. Nhung Wendell Phillips thuyét phuc Burns nén dém ra toa, Burns s& gianh
chién théng trong truong hop nay.

Ngay 26 Thang 5: Hon 2000 nguoi dai dién cho cht nghia bai n6 gép nhau tai Faneuil
Hall. Pam dong biéu tinh dén Toa Anva pha v& mét canh ctra. Trong su hdn loan, mot
nguoi bao vé tén l1a James Batchelder bi chét. Chin hodc mudi ngudi tan cong bi bat giir .

Ngay 27 thang 5: Thi Trudng yéu ciu quan doi My dén dé bao vé Toa An va gay kho
khan cho ludt su Burns vao trong toa. Trong khi d6, Muc su Grimes sép xép dé mua
Burns lai tir Suttle dé tranh viéc toa va dé bao dam quyén tu do cho Burns . Ong thu thap
tién tir nhitng nguoi ung ho dia phuong.

Ngay 29 thang 5: ludt su cua Suttle thong bao véi 6ng ring mua hodc ban nd 18 tai tidu
bang Massachusetts 1a mot viéc lam bat hop phép. Suttle rat théa thuan voi Grimes. Thu
tuc t0 tung toa an bat dau.

Ngay 29 dén ngay 31 Thang 5: luat su ciia Burns ¢6 géng dé ching minh ring Burns
khong phdi 1a nguoi dan ong trdn thoat khoi Virginia. Ho dua ra chin nhan chimg lam
chimg ring ho da nhin thiy Burns & Boston trudc ngay Suttle noi ring 6ng tron thoat &
tai do.

Ngay 1 thang 6: Thim phan Loring thong bao quyét dinh ctia minh. Duya trén cudc tro
chuyén giit Burns v&i Dai ta Suttle vao dém bi bét ( khi Burns goi 6ng 1a “6ng chi” ) ,
danh tinh ctia minh dugc thanh lap. Loring yéu cau Burns quay tro lai Virginia v6i ché do
no lé.

Ngay 02 Thang 6: Burns dugc dwa dén tau dé chuyén vé Virginia . 50, 000 ngan ngudi
xep hang trén dudng pho dé chung kien Burns bi dua di, thanh pho nhu dat thiét quan cho
hau hét cac ngay.
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Timeline Reflection Questions

The Trial of Anthony Burns

1. The initial charge against Burns — robbing a shop — was never brought up after his
arrest. Could there have been another reason he was arrested? If so, what?

2. Did Burns’ lawyers really think that he was a different person? If not, why did they try
to prove that he was someone else?

3. If the Fugitive Slave Law required Loring to return Burns, how could he have decided
to let him stay?

4. What evidence did Loring use to prove Burns’ identity?

5. Besides defending him during the trial, what tactics did the abolitionists use to try to
free Burns?

6. Why were so many people
interested in the outcome of this

OF BOSTON, ONE & ALL

You are hereby respectfully CAUTIONED and

advised, to avoid conversing with the

Watchmen ﬂlﬁl Police Officers

08(o,

For since the rmnt ORDER OF THE MAYOR &

ALDERMEN, they are empowered to act as

KIDNAPPERS
slave Catchers,

And they have alrendy heen nc!nnllyu :Elnj'd in
EPING

SLAYES., Thercfore, i!;g:ll value your LIBERTY,
itives among you, Shun

HOUNDS

KIDNAPPING; CATCHING, AND K
and the Welfare of the

them in every possible manner, as 0 many
on the track of the most unforiunaie of your race.

Keep a Sharp
TOP EYE open.

APRIL 24, 1851
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CAUTION!!
COLORED PEOPLE

Look Out for
KIDNAPPERS and have

The Trial of Anthony Burns

FAFRUIL HALL, DOSTON, A VIEW SHOWING THE PEESENT STATE OF S0ME OTUER ODJECTS OF INTEREST IN THAT NEIGHBORIIOOD.

1 T6i ban du ctia Burns - . Cuép mot cira hang - khong bao gio duoc dua 1én sau khi bi
bat. C6 thé c6 mot Iy do khac dé bat ong ? Neéu nhu vay, toi do la gi ?

2 . Luat su cua Burns co6 thuc su nghi rﬁng ong la mdt ngudi khac? Néu khong, tai sao ho
¢0 gang chimg minh rang 6ng la mdt ngudi nao khac?

3 . Néu Luat Slave Fugitive cin Loring phdi tra lai Burns, lam thé nao ong ta c6 thé quyét
dinh dé cho anh ta ¢ lai?

4 . Bang chimg gi Loring dé st dung dé chimg minh danh tinh Burns “?

5. Bén canh bao vé anh ta trong thoi gian ra toa, nhiing chién thuét nao nhiing nha chéng
ché dg no 1¢ su dung dé co gang giai phong Burns?

6 . Tai sao rit nhiéu ngudi quan tim dén két qua cia 4n toa nay ?
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The Trial of Anthony Burns

Abolition Movement: a social movement made up of people trying to end slavery in the
United States.

Abolitionist: someone fighting to end slavery.

Vocabulary

Thomas Wentworth Higginson

Compromise of 1850: an agreement reached by the U.S. Senate that established many
controversial policies related to slavery.

Fugitive Slave Law: Part of the “Compromise of 1850,” this law required escaped slaves
to be returned to their southern owners.

Kansas-Nebraska Act: Passed shortly before Burns’ arrest in 1854, this law permitted
slavery in the territories of Kansas and Nebraska. Abolitionists passionately opposed the
expansion of slavery into U.S. territories, so they were outraged at the passage of this law.

Martial Law: a temporary rule by military authorities over civilians, such as in an area
of military operations during time of war, or when civil authority has broken down.

Massachusetts Personal Liberty Act: In 1855, Massachusetts passed these laws in
response to the Fugitive Slave Law and the public outcry over the Burns case. The

laws guaranteed legal protection for runaway slaves, and made it difficult and costly for
slave owners to prove their case in court. The act also called for the removal of any state
official who aided in the return of runaway slaves.

WAKE UP TO HISTORY!
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The Trial of Anthony Burns

gunp o

Phong Trao Bii bé : phong trao xa hoi gdm nhimg ngudi ¢b ging chim dut ché do no 16
¢ Hoa Ky.

Ngudi chdng ché d né 18: ngudi chién ddu dé két thuc ché do no 1é.

Théa hiép nam 1850 : mot thoa thuan cia Thuong Vién My thanh 1ap nhiéu chinh sach
lién quan dén ché do no 1é.

Luat Slave Fugitive : Mot phin ctia “ théa hiép ndm 1850 ,  Luat nay yéu ciu nd 18
chay tron phai duoc tra lai cho chu s¢ hiru cua ho ¢ phia Nam.

Pao luat Kansas - Nebraska : D3 thong qua mot thoi gian ngén truée khi Burns bi

bét vao nam 1854, luit nay cho phép ché do né 16 trong cac ving lanh thd Kansas va
Nebraska. Nguoi chéng ché d0 no 1€ nhiét tinh phan ddi sy md rong cua ché d0 no 1€ vao
13nh thd Hoa Ky, do d9, ho da tuc gian voi viée thong qua luat nay.

Martial Law : mot quy tic tam thoi cua chinh quyén quéan sy 1én dan thuong, ching han
nhu trong mét khu vuc cac hoat ddng quén su trong thoi gian chién tranh, hodc khi chinh
quyén dan sy da bj pha vo .

Dao luit Tu do ca nhan Massachusetts : Nam 1855 , Massachusetts da thong qua cac
dao ludt dé dap tmg véi Luat n6 18 Fugitive va phan ddi kich liét ciia cong ching vé
truong hop cua Burns. Luat dam bao viée bao vé phap 1y cho cho nd 1¢ chay trén, lam
kho khin va tén kém cho cac chii né dé chimg minh truong hop cua ho tai toa an. Dao
ludt nay ciing dé loai bo bit ky quan chirc nha nudc, hodc ngudi gitp trong viée tra lai
céc nd 18 chay trdn .

h
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Key Players

The Trial of Anthony Burns

ANTHONY BURNS was a fugitive slave who escaped from Virginia to Boston,
Massachusetts in 1854 at the age of 19.

RICHARD HENRY DANA was an abolitionist lawyer who defended Burns. Though
he opposed the Fugitive Slave Law, he supported Judge Loring and opposed the
State Senate’s decision to remove him from his position.

REVEREND LEONARD
GRIMES was a leader of the black
abolitionist movement in Boston
and pastor of the Twelfth Baptist
Church of Boston, known as the
fugitive slave

church.

THOMAS WENTWORTH
HIGGINSON was a minister and
abolitionist who strongly opposed
the Fugitive Slave Law and
believed in defending the freedom
of escaped slaves at any cost. He
was one of the major organizers of
the attempt to rescue Burns from
the Boston Courthouse.

JUDGE EDWARD G. LORING
was both a Judge of Probate and
the Commissioner presiding

over fugitive slave cases in
Massachusetts.

RICHARD H. DANA, JR., IN 1842

COLONEL CHARLES F.
SUTTLE was the owner of the
slave Anthony Burns.

OFFICER JAMES BATCHELDER was a Marshal’s guard who was killed during the
storming of the Boston Courthouse.

WENDELL PHILLIPS was a prominent abolitionist lawyer and orator. Because he
was a key speaker at the Faneuil Hall meeting that ended in a riot, he was put on trial for
his role in the failed attempt to rescue Burns.

LOUISA MAY ALCOTT, part of a prominent family in Concord, Massachusetts, was
active in the abolitionist movement. Alcott’s father, Bronson Alcott, was a member of

the crowd who stormed the courthouse to free Anthony Burns. Author of Little Women,
Alcott became a famous writer.

WAKE UP TO HISTORY!
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The Trial of Anthony Burns

ANTHONY BURNS 12 mét nd 1¢ bé trén da trdn thoat tir Virginia dén Boston,
Massachusetts vao nam 1854 & tudi 19 .

RICHARD HENRY DANA Ila luét su ctia Burns . méc du 6ng phan dbi Luat Slave
Fugitive, 6ng tng ho Tham phéan Loring va phan doi Quyét dinh cua Thuong Vién dé loai
bo Loring ra khoi vi tri ctia minh .

Muc su LEONARD
GRIMES la mdt nha 1anh
dao cta phong trao bai nd
tai Boston va la muc su cua
Giao Hoi Baptist thir muoi
hai ctia nha tho tai Boston ,
dugc goi 1a nha tho ctia nd
18 b6 trén.

eI

THOMAS
WENTWORTH
HIGGINSON la mét bo
trudng va la nguoi phan
dbi manh m& Luat Slave
Fugitive va tin tuong vao
viéc bao vé su tu do cua
nhiing ngudi nd 18 trén thoat
bing moi gia. Ong 1a mot
trong nhitng ngudi t6 chirc
chinh ctia cdc nd luc dé
gidi ctru Burns tir Toa An
Boston .

R
B
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‘
E

i

b

&

=5 A58 Thim phan EDWARD G.
. . LORING la Tham phan
Wendell Phillips chu tri cac truong hop no 18
bo tron & Massachusetts.

Dbai ta CHARLES F. SUTTLE la chu s¢ hiru n6 1€ Anthony Burns .

CAN BOQ JAMES BATCHELDER la mdt ngudi bédo vé va bi giét trong hén loan tai
Toa An Boston .

WENDELL PHILLIPS 12 mot ludt sw ndi tiéng va nha hung bién béi n6. Béi vi anh 1a
mot dién gia chinh tai cudc hop Faneuil Hall két thuc trong mdt cudc bao loan, 6ng da bi
dua ra xét xtr qua vai tro cua minh trong viéc no luc giai ciru Burns bi that bai.

LOUISA MAY ALCOTT , mot ph?m ctia mot gia dinh ndi bat & Concord ,
Massachusetts, da hoat dong trong phong trao bai nd . Cha cua Alcott , Bronson Alcott
, 1a mot thanh vién ciia dam dong nguoi x6ng vao toa an dé giai phong Anthony Burns .
Tac gia cua Little Women , Alcott da trd thanh mot nha van ndi tiéng .
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My Questions

The Trial of Anthony Burns

As Massachusetts Senators, you will have the opportunity to ask questions of the
following key players. Write down some questions that you may ask.

Judge Loring:

Wendell Phillips:

Richard Henry Dana:

Reverend Leonard Grimes:

|
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The Trial of Anthony Burns

Nhu 1a Thuong nghi si cia tiéu bang Massachusetts, ban s€ c6 co hdi dat cau hoi dén cac
nhén vat chu chot. Viét ra mdt s6 cau hoi ma ban hoi.

Quan toa Loring:

Wendell Phillips:

Richard Henry Dana:

Reverend Leonard Grimes:

h
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TheatreEspresso performs at the
John Adams Courthouse in Boston (in
collaboration with the Supreme.ludicial
Court), at the Lawrence Heritage State
Park Visitors Center, and in schools and
museums throughout New England.
The company thanks Mass Humanities
and the following foundations for their
generous support.

~ O) BOSTON
p CULTURAL
COUNCIL

massculturalcouncil.org

Cabot Family Charitable Trust, Catherine McCarthy Memorial
Trust Fund, Friends of Lawrence Heritage State Park, Foley
Hoag Foundation, Immigrant City Archives, National Endowment
for the Arts, C. Pringle Charitable Foundation, Nathaniel and
Elizabeth P. Stevens Foundation, and the White Fund

*This program is supported in part by a grant from the Boston Cultural
Council, a local agency which is funded by the Massachusetts Cultural Council,
administrated by the Mayor’s Office of Arts, Tourism, and Special Events.

Since 1992, TheatreEspresso has toured its educational dramas to schools,
museums, libraries, and courthousesthroughoutNew England. TheatreEspresso’s
work challenges students to make critical judgments, explore social relationships,
reflect on the role of law and human rights in our society, and question accepted
truths about the history of America. These plays confront students with complex
situations, based on actual historical events, that provoke a variety of opinions
and solutions. By asking students to consider themselves participants in the
drama, the company engages students in examining contradictory events and
testimony in order to reach their decisions.

TheatreEspresso does not advocate any one viewpoint, but hopes to compel
students to relate historical events to contemporary issues. TheatreEspresso is
in residence at Wheelock Family Theatre.

WHEEL For further information, visit our webhsite at

FAMILY

THEATEE www.TheatreEspresso.org




