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THEATRE ESPRESSO PRESENTS
Secret Soldiers: Women Who Fought in the Civil War
[your town]_______ [your state]_______. How do we wish to be remembered? What were various reasons women fought in the Civil War disguised as men? How the culture and mores of the era help women hide their identities? Why did women who were discovered in uniform receive vastly different treatment that in the press, depending on their motivation for enlisting? Theatre Espresso explores these questions in their play Secret Soldiers, about women who disguised themselves as men, enlisted in the army, and fought on the battlefield of the Civil War. 
Students from [your school] _____________ in [your town] _________________ will participate in this interactive performance. In role as medical officers, students will decide whether a female soldier who is seriously ill should be listed in the hospital ledger under her given name or her male alias. 
About Secret Soldiers: The U.S. military recorded over 250 cases of women disguised as men in the Union Army. The actual number of women who fought was much higher as most were never discovered. Their bravery and sacrifices are lost to history. Many women died of disease, were wounded in battle, or died on the battlefield. The reasons they were willing to risk their lives and the consequences of discovery were varied. Sarah Rosetta Wakeman dressed as a man and worked on a coal barge to earn a decent wage. Enlisting in the army (under her alias: Lyons Wakeman) allowed her to earn more money and help her family out of debt. Wakeman documented her journey in the candid letters to her family. She died of dysentery in a military hospital following the disastrous Red River Campaign. Wakman’s military service went unrecognized until her letters were discovered in 1976. For further information about Secret Soldiers please contact Managing Director Kortney Adams at info@TheatreEsoresso.org or 617-942-0899.
About Theatre Espresso: Theatre Espresso creates, produces, and performs interactive plays that bring history to life for students, in order to foster a generation of critical thinkers and true citizens. Since 1992, Theatre Espresso has toured its educational dramas to schools, museums, libraries, and courthouses throughout New England. Inspired by the highly successful Theatre-in-Education teams of Great Britain and by the belief that drama is a potent teaching tool, Theatre Espresso’s work challenges students to make critical judgments, explore social relationships, reflect on the role of law and human rights in our society, and question accepted truths about the history of America. These plays confront students with complex situations—based on actual historical events—that provoke a variety of opinions and solutions. Visit www.TheatreEspresso.org.
